Cost Evaluation Exercise Worksheet
In the early stages of thinking about your business idea, estimate how much you need to sell each month to keep the business open. This worksheet uses a few simple calculations to quickly check feasibility before you invest more time in planning. 
Step 1: Estimates
A = Monthly personal living expenses (rent, utilities, food, insurance):
This is a fillable text box. Enter a numeric value for your monthly personal living expenses.
B = Monthly fixed business costs (rent, utilities, insurance, advertising): 
This is a fillable text box. Enter a numeric value for your monthly fixed business costs.
C = Selling price per unit (what you charge for one unit):
This is a fillable text box. Enter a numeric value for your selling price per unit (what you would charge for one unit).
D = Cost of materials per unit (what it costs to make one unit):
This is a fillable text box. Enter a numeric value for your cost of materials per unit (what it costs to make one unit).
Step 2: Calculations
The following fields will auto-calculate based on what was entered into the text boxes in the Estimates section. To create your calculations or to refresh your totals, select all (Ctrl+A), then press F9.
Total monthly expenses (TME) = A + B: $   0.00
Gross profit per unit (GP) = C - D: $   0.00
Units you need to sell each month = (TME) ÷ (GP): = !Zero Divide
Step 3: Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down?
Now that you have figured out how many units, you’ll need to sell each month to cover your total monthly expenses, think about these questions:
· How long will it take you to make and sell this many units each month?
· Does this seem possible?
· Do you want to work this hard?
· Can you work this much with your disability?
If you answered “no” to any of these questions, talk your business idea over with your VR counselor.
· Do you want to change your business idea to make it more feasible?
· Are there accommodations that could help?
· Would getting a job working for an established business be a better plan?
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